Key Features of Different Academic Levels
High School Academic Level
High school is rather a difficult stage to define. On the one hand, students of that age are usually not treated as if they were children, teachers try to instill as much responsibility and reason in them as it is possible. Controversial issues are no longer hidden; on the contrary, they are being revealed all the time.

Here you may see what in general high school academic writing is supposed to be like:

· In essay writing students are supposed to start dealing with more general topics. In the middle school a typical essay topic may be something like “Should students be allowed to use cellphones at school?” High school, even dealing with the same topic, will offer something along the lines of “What is the influence of cellphones on our lives?”

· A high school essay is usually not very long, about four-six paragraphs, giving only the necessary information. The basic structure is usually like this: introduction paragraph, three-four main body paragraphs and the conclusion.

· At this point of education, the student is supposed to conduct a certain amount of research about what he is writing. If it is a book, he or she is supposed to read it and make notes. If it is a topic, he or she is supposed to read some literature on it.

· Some topics are chosen by students themselves, some are imposed by the teacher; usually, they follow the general way of the class studies.

· Although students are supposed to already have mastered the spelling, it is still very important to keep an eye on. Don’t be too dependent on various text processors.

Teachers expect students to start dabbling with more mature topics and by the end of the course to have a rather definite understanding of how they see their future lives.

All in all, the level of writing may be characterized as something in-between – already not particularly childish, for more “grown-up” opinions are expected on more “grown-up” topics, including politics, law, wars, trends of thought and so on. 

College Academic Level
For many people, their adult, independent life really begins when they apply to college and succeed. And it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that this independence is expressed not only in physical separation from parents and other members of family, but the fact that now they are treated seriously and should treat themselves likewise. The same goes with writing – now they are on their own and have nobody to blame for mistakes but themselves.

Some of the distinctive features of writing at this level are as follows:

· College essay may be 1000 words long or even more and the topics both chosen by you and imposed by your tutors are supposed to be generally controversial, so you should be ready not only to describe things and express your own opinion, but also prove that you are right.

· It should be based on solid research; no writing off the cuff about things you have no idea of. These essays are to a very large degree to test your research skills, not to let you show how awesome a person you are.

· Plagiarism is not an option. By that time you should completely and utterly understand that borrowing materials word-for-word is a very bad idea in our age of online plagiarism-checking software. In high school it was unpleasant enough; in college it may harm you severely.

· By the time you get into college, you should already know that not only writing, but also the way it is presented matters. Formatting is the thing you should master in order to get good marks or, in fact, to get any marks at all. Depending on the subject you have chosen, you may deal with different styles of formatting; be sure to study a corresponding manual before you set about to work.

When you are at college, your teachers expect you to be independent not only as a person, but also as a writer. The fact that you are at college means that you have already taken some decision of what you are going to do with your life and you are not a random person in your selected vocation.

You are supposed to be interested in your studies, in these topics, to deepen them and offer your own personal opinion and perception of them. Don’t recite that textbook. Use your brain.

University Academic Level
If you decided to pursue the Bachelor’s degree, it means that you have serious intentions of dealing with this or that vocational choice in future. And, as it is always the case with ascending the new level, both your responsibilities and difficulty of your task grow as well. Luckily for you, now you will have more to do with the things you have chosen by yourself.

The major peculiarities and requirements for writing at this level are as follows:

· Student should have a deep understanding of the discipline’s methodology.

· Student should show the understanding of how the discipline in question influences the public life, its interrelation with other disciplines, how this and other disciplines approach one and the same subject.

· Student should have passed at least one course that provides deepened instruction on writing inside the context of his or her selected discipline.

Yet, of course, the requirements set for those who aspire to the Bachelor’s degree differ greatly in correspondence to the actual discipline.

Anyway, at this stage of your academic endeavor you will notice simultaneously two tendencies: on the one hand, the topics you will be dealing with will be growing narrower and more specific, not in the way it was in the middle school, when you weren’t supposed to grasp a more general problem, but in the manner of deepening into the problem.

On the other hand, you will often have to deal with the disciplines outside what you may consider your usual scope of interests. In order to successfully apply for the majority of courses and get your Bachelor’s degree, you are supposed to be meeting certain requirements:

· You have to be well-versed in English and have vast experience in writing on various academic topics.

· You should be at home with science in general, understand and appreciate scientific methods, their history and evolution.

· A good grasp of the way computers can be used in scientific and research work.

· And, of course, you should know your own value and do not underestimate yourself – overestimation is tolerable.

As you may see, on the Bachelor’s level everything grows more complex, for only the ones who have serious plans for scientific career pursuit remain at that point. It is, however, difficult to state all the requirements outright – every university has its own list. 

Master’s Academic Level
Master’s degree brings new challenges and possibilities to those who decide to pursue this goal. It further narrows the topics one has to deal with, brings more uniqueness and originality in the work you have to perform, makes your way yet more distinct from those taken by your neighbors.

In most cases, your writing will have to meet certain requirements in a number of fields:

· Style. It should correspond to the academic level of the author and follow the rules of the style of scientific prose.

· Formatting. You should use the formatting style appropriate for the discipline you have to write on. Study the manual carefully, and consult it in the course of writing, for it generally explains all or almost all examples. Some useful guidelines are also presented in theFormatting styles section.

· Content and organization. In addition to being formatted correctly, your paper is supposed to be organized in the way usual for your discipline and genre. Not only the ideas you represent should be of interest, but they should be presented in a perfect way.

By that time, you are supposed to have appropriate knowledge of conventions, accepted by the scientific community, in terms of style and formatting. They may not be considered as grave mistakes in case you make them, but they will influence the overall mark you finally get.

The main requirements to the style generally correspond to the ones necessary for the work written as scientific prose:

· Abstracts of generalized discussion and reasoning should be interposed by concrete information: statistics, reports on experiments, graphs and so on.

· Extensive use of connectives in order to make logical connections between the sentences and other meaningful units of the text.

· Sentences generally range from 10 to 50 words; the writer tries to make them as clear as possible.

· Frequent use of passive voice in order to ensure the smooth flow of speech.

You can find more information in any scientific style manual. As you see, the work at the Master’s level grows ever more complicated and ever more related to some narrow topic or idea, and you are supposed to spend considerable amount of time working on it.

Don’t forget that what is mentioned above is only a set of most general recommendations, and more distinct guidelines should be received from the employees of the higher educational institution you deal with, for they vary greatly in accordance to both a university and discipline.

PhD Academic Level
The PhD academic degree is the highest achievement one can get to in his or her academic aspirations; it is the pinnacle of your academic career if you have decided to pursue it so far and managed to be admitted there.

The writing you will do at this level will be one of the most complex things you are going to compose in your lifetime – the most complex, in fact, unless you are going to be a professional writer or academician afterwards. Both the requirements and circumstances of writing will be completely different in comparison to what you have encountered in your undergraduate years.

Here you may learn some things about what is expected from you and how you can make this task easier:

· By that time you are supposed to be a real specialist in your sphere of knowledge, so you should show complete and utter knowledge of methods, terminology and principles in its basis.

· Every piece of writing is supposed to have some pivotal idea in it, and this idea should be your own – not a compilation of other people’s thoughts and ideas. PhD is expected to be thinking on his or her own.

· Most often, you will be engaged in this kind of writing when a certain amount of time separates you from undergraduate years, and many suffer from extreme lack of practice during this time. The only way to avoid this problem is to write essays in your field as often as possible.

· Your essay must lead the reader to a certain conclusion. Not just any one – the one you have selected. PhD must be able to make his or her point seem the most reasonable solution to a problem.

It is very hard to give particular tips on how you should write at this level, for the way it is supposed to be done differs from discipline to discipline and a lot depends on the people who are going to read it. Keep in mind that an essay at this stage is supposed to be both a piece of unique writing and based on previous research of other people. There is no place for unconfirmed guesswork – only solid facts, empirical research and logical proofs.

Essay at PhD level is not given only to test your skills as a writer, but also to see your overall ability to work under pressure, to produce an independent piece of work composed only by your own creative mind. Study other people’s works of the same kind, learn their mistakes, practice in writing before you start working – and everything will be alright.

Source: http://www.essay-writing-tips.com/academic-levels/bachelors-academic-level.html
From High School to College

Argument: a key feature of college writing

Now by "argument" we do not mean a dispute over a loud stereo. In college, an argument is something less contentious and more systematic: It is a set of statements coherently arranged to offer three things that experienced readers expect in essays that they judge to be thoughtful:

• They expect to see a claim that would encourage them to say, "That's interesting. I'd like to know more."

• They expect to see evidence, reasons for your claim, evidence that would encourage them to agree with your claim, or at least to think it plausible.

• They expect to see that you've thought about limits and objections to your claim. Almost by definition, an interesting claim is one that can be reasonably challenged. Readers look for answers to questions like "But what about . . . ?" and "Have you considered . . . ?"

This kind of argument is less like disagreeable wrangling, more like an amiable and lively conversation with someone whom you respect and who respects you; someone who is interested in what you have to say, but will not agree with your claims just because you state them; someone who wants to hear your reasons for believing your claims and also wants to hear answers to their questions.

At this point, some students ask why they should be required to convince anyone of anything. "After all," they say, "we are all entitled to our opinions, so all we should have to do is express them clearly. Here's my opinion. Take it or leave it." This point of view both misunderstands the nature of argument and ignores its greatest value.

It is true that we are all entitled to our opinions and that we have no duty to defend them. But universities hold as their highest value not just the pursuit of new knowledge and better understanding, but the sharing of that knowledge. We write not only to state what we have think but also to show why others might agree with it and why it matters. We also know that whatever it is we think, it is never the entire truth. Our conclusions are partial, incomplete, and always subject to challenge. So we write in a way that allows others to test our reasoning: we present our best thinking as a series of claims, reasons, and responses to imagined challenges, so that readers can see not only what we think, but whether they ought to agree.

And that's all an argument is--not wrangling, but a serious and focused conversation among people who are intensely interested in getting to the bottom of things cooperatively.

Another key feature of college writing: what's your point?

However different your assignments may seem, most will share one characteristic: in each, you will almost certainly be asked to make a point. Now when we talk about the "point" of your paper, you should understand what we do and do not mean. If asked what the point of their paper is, most students answer with something like, "Well, I wanted to write about the way Falstaff plays the role of Prince Hal's father." But that kind of sentence names only your topic and an intention to write about it.

When most of your instructors ask what the point of your paper is, they have in mind something different. By "point" or "claim" (the words are virtually synonymous with thesis), they will more often mean the most important sentence that you wrote in your essay, a sentence that appears on the page, in black in white; words that you can point to, underline, send on a postcard; a sentence that sums up the most important thing you want to say as a result of your reading, thinking, research, and writing. In that sense, you might state the point of your paper as "Well, I want to show/prove/claim/argue/demonstrate (any of those words will serve to introduce the point) that

"Though Falstaff seems to play the role of Hal's father, he is, in fact, acting more like a younger brother who . . . .""

If you include in your paper what appears after I want to prove that, then that's the point of your paper, its main claim that the rest of your paper supports.

But what's a good point?

A question just as important as what a point is, though, is what counts as a good one. 

Many beginning writers think that writing an essay means thinking up a point or thesis and then finding evidence to support it. But few of us work that way. Most of us begin our research with a question, with a puzzle, something that we don't understand but want to, and maybe a vague sense of what an answer might look like. We hope that out of our early research to resolve that puzzle there emerges a solution to the puzzle, an idea that seems promising, but one that only more research can test. But even if more research supports that developing idea, we aren't ready to say that that idea is our claim or point. Instead, we start writing to see whether we can build an argument to support it, suspecting, hoping that in the act of writing we will refine that idea, maybe even change it substantially.

That's why we say we are getting ahead of ourselves in this account of writing a paper, because as paradoxical as it may sound, you are unlikely to know exactly what point you will make until after you have written the paper in which you made it. So for us to talk about the quality of a point now is to get ahead of ourselves, because we haven't even touched on how you might think about drafting your paper, much less revising it. But because everything you do at the beginning aims at finding a good point, it is useful to have a clear idea about what it is you are trying to find, what makes for a good point.

A good point or claim typically has several key characteristics: it says something significant about what you have read, something that helps you and your readers understand it better; it says something that is not obvious, something that your reader didn't already know; it is at least mildly contestable, something that no one would agree with just by reading it; it asserts something that you can plausibly support in five pages, not something that would require a book.

Measured by those criteria, these are not good points or claims:

• "1 Henry IV by William Shakespeare is a play that raises questions about the nature of kingship and responsibility." Sounds impressive, but who would contest it? Everyone who has read the play already knows that it raises such questions.

• "Native Son is one of the most important stories about race relations ever written." Again, your readers probably already agree with this, and if so, why would they read an essay that supported it? Further, are you ready to provide an argument that this point is true? What evidence could you provide to make this argument? Are you prepared to compare the effect of Native Son with the effects of other books about race relations?

• "Socrates' argument in The Apology is very interesting." Right. So?

• "In this paper I discuss Thucydides' account of the Corcyrean-Corinthian debate in Book I." First, what significant thing does this point tell us about the book? Second, who would contest this (who would argue that you are not going to discuss Thucydides' account?).

None of these is a particularly significant or contestable point, and so none of them qualifies as a good one.

What does qualify as a good claim? These might:

• The three most prominent women in Heart of Darkness play key roles in a complex system of parallels: literally as gatekeepers of Africa, representatively as gatekeepers of darkness, and metaphorically as gatekeepers of brutality.

• While Freud argues that followers obey because each has a part of themselves invested in the leader, Blau claims that followers obey in order to avoid punishment. Both neglect the effects of external power.

You should recognize, however, that you will only rarely be able state good points like these before you write your first draft. Much more often, you discover good points at the end of the process of drafting. Writing is a way of thinking through a problem, of discovering what you want to say. So do not feel that you should begin to write only when you have a fully articulated point in mind. Instead, write to discover and to refine it.

One note on the language of point sentences. If you're like us, you will want your readers to think that your points are terrifically interesting and significant. What almost never accomplishes this is to say: "My point is terrifically interesting and significant." Many writers try to generate a sense of importance for what they write by simply adding some synonym of the word "important:" "An important question to consider . . ." "It is essential to examine . . . " "A crucial concern is whether. . ." This isn't going to work. What convinces readers that a point is important is not the word "important," but the words that tell us the substance of the point. If, during your first draft, you find yourself using words like "important," you should make a note to yourself to come back during your revisions to replace "important" with more substantive language. Then don't forget to do it. It's really important.

